BENTHAM

and join issue on a definite point. Bentham certainly
did not learn his sifting and anatomizing method from
them.

This method Bentham has finally installed in philo-
sophy; has made it henceforth imperative on philo-
sophers of all schools. By it he has formed the intellects
of many thinkers, who either never adopted, or have
abandoned many of his peculiar opinions. He has
taught the method to men of the most opposite schools
to his; he has made them perceive that if they do not
test their doctrines by the method of detail, their
adversaries will. He has thus, it is not too much to say,
for the first time introduced precision of thought into
moral and political philosophy. Instead of taking up
their opinions by intuition, or by ratiocination from
premises adopted on a mere rough view, and couched
in language so vague that it is impossible to say exactly
whether they are true or false, philosophers are now
forced to understand one another, to break down the
generality of their propositions, and join a precise issue
in every dispute. This is nothing less than a revolution
in philosophy. Its effect is gradually becoming evident
in the writings of English thinkers of every variety
of opinion, and will be felt more and more in propor-
tion as Bentham's writings are diffused, and as the
number of minds to whose formation they contribute
is multiplied.

It will naturally be presumed that of the fruits of
this great philosophical improvement some portion at
least will have been reaped by its author. Armed with
such a potent instrument, and wielding It with such
singleness of aim; cultivating the field of practical
philosophy with such unwearied and such consistent

55